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Prov. XXV. 5. 


Take away the Wicked from before the King, and bis Throne 
; Pall be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, 


MON the ſeveral Anniverſaries, by our wiſe Legiſla- 

ture appointed to be obſerved, and for the peculiar Cele- 
bration of which, proper Offices of Divine Service have 
been compiled by the Paſtors of our Church, there are 
two of more eſpecial Note; which, becauſe of the different Events 
that occaſioned them, ſeem to be founded on two contradictory and 
incompatible Principles : But, upon a cool and impartial Deliberation, 
may be obſerv'd ſo mutually to correſpond with and illuſtrate each 
other, as to make it appear, in a manner, neceſſary, that neither of 


the Doctrines which they ſeparately ſuggeſt, ſhould ever be recom- 


mended, in Yolemn Diſcourſes to the-Publick, but conjunctly, and at 
the ſame tine. J nos 
The one, is that which we are now aſſembled to keep, a Day of 
Faſting ; © To implore the Mercy of. God, that neither that ſacred 
* and innocent Blood, as on this Day med nor thoſe other Sins by 
* which God was provoked to deliver up both us and our King into the 
4 Hands of cruel and unreafonable Men may, at any ns ee 
be viſited upon us or our Poſterity. The other, a Day of Thankſ- 
giving; © For the Deliverance of our Church and Nation from Po- 
* pery and Slavery, by the happy Arrival of His Majeſty King W1r- 
© LIAM the Third.” Both which, when rightly underſtood, and duly 
applied, plainly ſhew themſelves to have been no leſs originally or- 
dain'd, than annually continued, upon wiſe and good Grounds, be- 
Ing equally and jointly conducive to regulate our political Behaviour, 
by putting us in mind what we owe our King, and what our Country, 
But, as unſtable and deſigning Men may wreſt the ſoundeſt Doc- 
trines to the worſt Purpoſes, there have been ſome ſo weak as to miſ- 
underſtand, and others ſo wicked as to pervert, the Ends for which 
theſe extraordinary Solemnities were intended ; making them the 
means to foment and keep up that unchriſtian Animoſity which 
hath ſo long, ſo much too long, ſubſiſted, between contending Par- 
ies, among vs, — 5 3 ovens 
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For, from the one, which engages ns in the Defence of a Poſition 
moſt unqueſtionably true and ever to be maintain'd, © That the Per- 
*.{915 of Kings ought to be rever'd with all due Submithon; and that 
„Hit is a molt impious Thing to make any Attempt upon their 
Lives, there are ſome who have abſurdly inferred, © That it is 
„ likewiſe criminal to oppoſe any of their. Meaſures, however arbi- 
« trary or illegal, however contrary to and deſtructive of the Well- 
„being of their People,” on „%% x 

From the other, which exemplifies a Doctrine as unqueſtionably true, 
and, for the Welfare of Mankind, ever to be as ſtrenuouſly maintain'd, 
That when a King violates the initial Compact by Which he was 
admitted to govern, ſubſtitutes his own Will inſtead of the Laws 
of the Land, and purſues Courſes directly oppoſite to the true Inte- 
& reſts. of his People, ſome Expedient ſhould be uſed, ſomething ſhould 
* be done, to fave the Whole from ſinking,” there are Others who 
have either aſſumed, or been really poſſeſſed of, ſuch an unjuſtifiable 
Degrce of Publick ſpiritedneſs, as to ſuppoſe, © That Kings them- 
4 {elves are not placed above the Reach of Human Juſtice ; but that 

an Attempt to enſlave a Nation, by invading the Lives, the Liber- 

< ties, and Properties of their People, ought. to be retorted upon 
„ "Themſelves, and revenged upon their own Perſons.” „ 
Iheſe pernicious Extremes, raſhly and unjuſtly imputed to the 
Generality of either Party reſpectively, by the ignorant Zealots 
of the other, have ever been deſervedly diſclaim'd by all ſober think- 
ing Men, of whatever Denomination: Which gives me reaſon to 
flatter my ſelf that, in the Opinion of all ſuch, I ſhall not ill em 
_ ploy the time before me, while T endeavour to ſhew how aptly 
_ theſe two Political Maxims may be reconeiled, and how advanta- 
geouſly obſerved, when thoſe ſeeming Contrarieties and-Inconfiſten- 
cies are removed, which, through Miſtake or Deſign, are ſuppefed to 
lie between them. For which purpoſe the Words of my Text, being 
a Sentiment of the wiſeſt of Men, and a Dictate of the Holy Spirit, 
may. not be found 1mproper, Take away the Wicked from before the King, 


and his Throne ſhall be eftabliſhed in Righteouſneſs; which Words imply 
theſe three Things; - CON OO I Fe _ : 


Firſt, That the Perſons of Kings onght always to be honour'& 
with the higheſt Veneration; and that it is repugnant to the Laws of 
God and Nature to make any Attempt upon their Lives. 1 
_ Becondly, That in extraordinary Caſes, ſuch as a Country's being 
brought to the Brink of Ruin by Male-adminiſtration, thro' the 
 Weaxnels or Wickedneſs of a King, however ſacred and inviolable 
his Perſon is to. be held, yet his Meaſures may, conſiſtently with all 
Laws Natural and Divine, be oppoſed, particularly by taking-away 
the Wicked from before him. Pg, Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That the Conſequences attending the conſtant and joint 
Obſervance of the two foregaing Maxims will be very agrecable 
and beneficial to both King and People. For by this means, in reſpect 


to the King, His Throne ſhall be eſtabliſbed; in reſpect to the People, 
It Hall be eſtabliſhed in Rigbteouſns /s. 


I. That the Perſons of Kings ought to be regarded with all due Ve- 
neration, and that it is repugnant to the Laws of God and Nature 
to make any Attempt upon their Lives, is ſtropgly implied in my 
Text, though it be not expreſsly mention'd there; the proper Expe- 
dient, and that a very different one, for redreſſing the Grievances of a 
Nation, being directly pointed out. But before we enquire of the 
Oracles of God about this Matter, let us view it by the Light of 
Reaſon, and conſider it in the Nature of the Thing itfſelf. 
The Place which Kings hold is the mot honourable aud impor— 
tant of any; both in regard to the Dignity of their Office, and the Su- 
periority of their Station. They are, every where, allowed to be 
the Firſt in Rank and Precedency; and have it in their Power to 
be the Beit. For, leſt they ſhould want a Reliſh for that exquiſite 
Deference and Reſpect with which they are continnally attended, up- 
on account of its being ſomething ordinary and in courſe, or the Poſ- 
ſibility of its ariſing from no better Motive than the Flattery of their 
ſervile Dependants, they may, if they pleaſe, have a real Claim to 
it; they may deſerve it: And that, only by not loſing the God-like 
Advantage they have, above others, of being able to communicate 
more Degrees of Happineſs to greater Numbers of Men. A Condi- 
tion truly to be envied, with an honeſt and a laudable Envy, by the 
Wiſe and the Virtuous! The Power of doing good being, to thoſe wWio 
have the Will, the moſt deſirable thing in the World. 3 
But then, on the other ſide, to what a Load of mortal Ills are 
Kings themfelves, almoſt unavoidably, ſubject! more than enough 
to counterbalance this mighty Weight of ſolid Glory. With what a 
Eircle of Vanities and Vexations are they daily ſurrounded ! what 
Anxieties, what Importunities do they hourly encounter! If they are 
good, what Cares and Inquietudes for the Safety of their People! If 
otherwiſe, what Jealouſies and Apprehenſions for their own ! For what 
may not Thoſe that are really culpable expect; when the Actions of 
the Innocent and the Juſt, while they are not only intending well, 
but uſing the moſt proper means to preſerve the Tranquility and im- 
rove the Intereſt of their Subjects, ſhall ſometimes be ſo miſconſtrued 
| by factious Spirits, and miſunderſtood by the wrongheaded Multitude, 
as to expoſe Them to popular Diſlike equally with the moſt profligate 
and undeſerving? All which being taken into the Account, with a 
thouſand other Inconveniencies, hardly to be conceiyed, much leſs 
F J 4 
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deſcribed, to which a Regal State is liable, Mankind is greatly 
indebted to thoſe, who, throwing aſide all private Views, all Regard 
to their own Eaſe and Quiet, will purely for the Benefit of the Pub- 
lick, undertake fo difficult and fo hazardous an Employment. 
In return therefore for this ſingular Generoſity, have Men, at all 
Times, and in all Places, generally agreed to make their Kings all 
poſſible Acknowledgment, and to hold them in the higheſt Veneration, 
For this Cauſe they chearfully pay ſuch Tribute as is neceſſary to ſup- 
port them in a proper Grandeur, and ſtrengthen them with a ſufficient. 
Power. They allow them to aſſume extraordinary Prerogatives, and 
grant them ſeveral 1 Immunities; and, among others, the 
Inviolable Security of their Perſons: Having by their Practice, for 
the moſt part, eſtabliſhed it as a Rule, That in the worſt of Caſes, 


when a Prince, through thoſe Frailties of Human Nature to which 


even Princes themſelves are ſubject, has occaſion'd or permitted his 
Country to be brought to the laſt Extremity, whatever may be- 
thought neceſſary or expedient for the Preſervation of thoſe concern'd, 
they ſhould, at all Events, refrain from making any Attempts upon 
ſuch Prince's Life, from offering any Rudeneſs to his Perſon, and 
even from giving him any unneceſſary Moleſtation. 5 

That Kings therefore ſhould enjoy this Exemption, among others, 
is no unreaſonable Claim when examined by the Law of Nature; 
when the Obligations they lay their Subjects under, and the near 
Relation between the one and the other is conſidered; when we 
recolle& what is due to their paternal as well as regal Authority, from 
thoſe who ſhould think themſelves happy, no leſs in being eſteem'd 
their obedient Children than their dutiful Liege-Men. But when 
we conſult the Law of God contained in the Holy Scriptures, we {hall 


find it very clear and expreſs in favour of this Point. 


Kings, among all Nations, Chriſtian as well as Heathen, have been 
generally look'd upon as God's Vicegerents upon Earth. St. Paul em- 
phatically ſtyles them the Miniſters of God; and the Pſalmiſt, ſpeak- 
ing of them, expreſſes himſelf thus; I bave ſaid Te are Gods. That ſo- 
lemn Precept in the Law delivered to Moſes, by which we are com- 


Taanded to Honour our Parents, has ever been allowed to include Obe- 


dience and Subjection to our Superiors, of whateyer Degree, and eſpe- 
cially to Kings, the Political Fathers of their People. If then they 
are criminal who only negle& to honour them, or to obey them in 
any cf their lawful Commands, how much more muſt they be ſo, who 
4ffront their Perſons, and preſume to lay violent Hands on them 
And if Murder be, in any cafe, a very great Sin, becauſe an irrepa- 
rable Injury, as well as a Breach of God's Law, what Degree of Guilt 
can we conceive high enough to. ſuit Parricide? When wicked Men 
{hall Gare to procecd to that laſt, that conſummate Inſtance 9 805 

bellion 


* 
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23 and Diſobedience, as to take away the Life of their King or their 
*Atner. 3 8 
With what a juſt Senſe of this Duty was David poſſeſſed, the Man 
after God's own Heart ! For tho' he was under the higheſt perſonal 
Provocations from Saul, who had treated him ill, and he knew, practi ſed. 
Miſchief ſecretly againſt him; yet, when he had got him alone and aſleep, 
at the utmoſt Advantage, in a Cave in the Wilderneſs of Exgedi, he 
only cut off the Skirt of 575 Robe, to convince him how much he had: 
him in his Power; and was ſo conſcious that this was taking too 
great a Liberty with his Sovereign, that his Heart ſmote him for it. 
Another time, when he had him at the like Advantage in his Camp 
at Hachilah, the ſame reverential Awe reſtrained him from offering 
any Violence to SauPs Perſon : He only took away the Spear and the 
Cruſe of Water from his Bolſter, again to demonſtrate that he had given 
him his Life. And when his Attendants would fain have lift up their 
Hands and 1 the fatal Stroke, he prevented it with this conſci- 
entious and truly pious Reflection, The Lord forbid that I ſhould 
ſtreteh forth mine Hand againſt the Lord's Anonited! For who can 
ftretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, aud be guiltleſs? 
And when the Amalekite informed him that he had ſlain Saul upon 
Mount Gzlboa, at his own Requeſt, and to hinder him from falling 
alive into the Hands of the Phzli/ines, David, at the Report, fell into 
a ſtrong Paſſion of Grief and Refentment; he took hold on his Cloaths. 
and rent them; and expoſtulated thus with the young Man, How waſt 
thou not afraid to flretch forth thine Hand to deſtroy the Lord's Anointed 2 
Then, ordering one of his Guard to fall upon him and put him to death, 
he pronounced his Doom in theſe pathetick Words: Thy Blood be upon 
thy Head, for thy Mouth hath teſtified againſt thee, ſaying, I have ſlain- 
the Lord's Anointed, „„ 
In other Places of Scripture, all Indecency, either of Expreſſion or 
Behaviour, toward the Perſons of Kings is forbidden and diſcouraged. . 
In the Law of Moſes it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor curſe 
the Ruler of thy People. The Authority of which is reinforc'd and 
confirm'd to us. Chriſtians in the Example of St. Paul, when he was. 
ſmitten at the Command of the High Prieſt. Is it fit toſay to a King, 
thou art wicked; and to Princes, Te are ungodly? ſays Elihu, one of the 
Friends of Fob. And the Viſe-Man gives us this Caution, Curſe not 
the King, no not in thy Thought; for a Bird of the Air ſhall carry the 
Voice, and that which bath Wings ſhall tell the matter; intimating, that 
the Perſons and Characters of Kings are ſacred, that they are guarded 
by an eſpecial Providence, and that Attempts to hurt them are often, 
as it were miraculouſly, diſcovered and defeated. 5 
I his may ſuffice for the Proof of my Firſt Poſition, I ſhall proceed 
to the Vindication and Defence of the Second ; and, — 8 
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the ſeeming Inconſiſtency, ſhew how . eaſily they may be reconciled 
and practiſed together, And that, chiefly for the Satisfaction of 
thoſe, who not having rightly conſidered the matter, may. ask this 
Queſtion : © If the Perſons of Kings are to be held ſo ſacred, that no 
Violence is to be offered to them upon any account whatever, what 
& way be done to fave a State, when it is in danger of being ruin'd 
e by the Weakneſs or Wiekedneſs of its Sovereign? And how are 
ce thoſe Principles to be defended on which the late glorious Re- 
* volution was wrought-by his Majeſty King WIILIAM the Third, 
* and on which our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ſubſiſts >” To 
which I ſhall. give a clear and diſtinct Anſwer, by thewang, ©. 


II. That in extraordinary Caſes, for Example, When a Country 
is brought to the Brink of Ruin by Male-adminiſtration, through 
the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of a King, however ſacred and invio- 
lable his Perſon is to be held, yet his Meaſures may, conſiſtently 
with all Laws Natural and Divine, be oppos'd; particularly, by 
taking away the Wicked from before him. In proving. which I ſhall 

firſt conſider the Words of the Text; ſecondly, examine ſome other 

Paſſages of Scripture which are alledg'd in ſupport of the contrary 
„% . FFP ET. 
1. Much of the Chapter from whence the Text is taken ſeems 
calculated for the Uſe of Kings and Courtiers. It begins thus; It is 

the Glory of God to conceal a thing; hut the Honour of Kings is to ſearch 
cut the Matter: Which learned; Commentators expound after this 
manner: That, as it is for the Glory of God, (who is all Goodnels 
and Perfection, and conſequently needs no other Law but his own 
Will) that his Fudgments mane e and his Ways paſt 
Funding out; fo it is for the Honour of Kings, (who by their mortal 
Condition are placed far ſhort of Infallibility) to a&, not only 

with Caution and Deliberation, with all the beſt and graveſt Ad- 
vice they can get, but fairly and candidly to lay their Councils be- 
fore the Eyes of their People; that, if any thing is defect ive or amiſs, 
it may be ſpeedily ſupplied or redreſſed; if otherwiſe, that they 
may enjoy the Applauſe and grateful Acknowledgments which are 
due to them, and approve themſelves, what it is the greateſt Ho- 
nour to be eſteem'd, wiſe and good: Yet, at the ſame time, that the 
Heaven for height, and the Earth for depth, and the Heart of Kings is 
unſearchable. That ſo much new Matter is continually ariſing to be 
pondered by thoſe Kings who are intent upon the Welfare of their Peo- 
ple, that when they have laid before them all that is thoroughly di- 
geſted, ſomething will ſtill remain in their Heart unſearchable ;, be- 
cauſe incompleat, and unfit to be ſubmitted to a popular Scrutiny. 
But that nothing may remain there prejudicial to the Publick er 
1 ; | Fd reſt, 
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their Councils, (as the Learned are © 8 
upon the Place,) I ſhall further briefly demonſtrate, both from the 
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reſt; let no cen flagitious Perſon be ſuffered to have their Ear, 
0 


and to continue about them. Jake away the Droſs from the Silver, 
and there ſhall come forth a Veſſel for the Finer : "Take away the Wicked 


from before the King, and his Throne ſhall be eftabliſhed in Rightcouſneſs , 
or, as the Verſion of the Septuagiut renders it, Helye d reCcic in 820 Is 
Bast, Cut of the Wicked from the King's Preſence. 


Thatthe 3cked, in general, ought to be cut off, in order to eftabli/þ 


and cultivate Righteonſneſs any where, is paſt all queſtion; and that 
ſo much is imply'd in the Wo 


Yds before us, wants no Proof. But, 
that the ſame Words do likewiſe point at the wicked Directors and 


Inſtruments of Kings, who Oy about their Perſons, and in 
opinion who have expounded 


Context and the manner of Expreſſion in the Text itſelf, The Verſe. 
immediately following the Text adviſes thus: Put not forth thy ſelf in 
the Preſence of the King, and ſtand not in the Place of great Men, As © 


much as to ſay, When the Vicked are removed from being about the 
King, thoſe who are likely to fill their vacant Places, however well 
__ qualify'd, ſhould be aw'd and inſtructed by their Example; and, in 

lucceeding to the arduous Task, be cautious and diſhdent, modeſt and 
unaſſuming. And then, among the Eaſtern Writers, particularly the 
bhuoly Pen-mey, it is uſual to intend the Favourites and chief Agents 
of Princes, when they mention ſuch as are or ſtand before them. A 


Man's Gift (ſays Solomon) maketh room for hin, and brmgeth him be- 
Fore great Men: Seeſt thou a Man diligent in his Buſineſs ? be ſhall ſtand 


before Kings, he ſhall not ſtand before mean Men, The ſame might be 


confirmed by a multitude of parallel Places, were their occaſion for 
itz but theſe may ſuffice: And the rather, becauſe the generality of 


Mankind have never queſtioned, but that thoſe wicked Counſellors 


and Inſtruments of Princes, who either adviſe or execute ſuch Schemes 


as are deſtructive of the true Intereſts of their Fellow- Subjects, ought 


to be called to an account and puniſhed for it. 5 3 

2. I ſhall next examine thoſe Paſſages of Scripture which, in the 
Judgment of ſome, preſcribe an abſolute unconditional Cbedience to 
the Will of the King, be it ever ſo arbitrary and illegal, be it ever fo 
wrong and ill-advifed; and nies leave no room for the Re- 
medy preſcribed by the Viſe- Man, of taking away the Wicked from 


before bim. 


One of theſe is that celebrated Charge of St. Paul to the Romans; 


Tet every Soul he ſubje& to the bigher Powers, for there is 10 Power but 


of God: The Powers that be are ordained of God. Whoſoever therefore 


reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they that reſiſt ſhall 


recei ve to themſelves Damnation. Another is that of St. Peter ; where 


we are required to ſubmit our Foo to every Ordinance of Man for the 


— —- 


A255 Lord's 


10 A StrMovx preached before the 
Lord's ſche, whether it be to the King as ſupreme ; or unto Governors, as 
unto them that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of Evil-Doers, and 
for the Praiſe of them that do well, To which moſt plain and expreſs 
Doarines I think all Chriſt ian People ſhould heartily fubſcribe and 
conform themſelves ,, as being thereby convinced that they ought. 
every where to pay all due Obedience, active and pallive, to the bigher 
Powers, in all their lawful Ordinances. %%% 
Hut who theſe higher Powers, and what theſe Ordinances of God and 
Man, in each reſpective Nation, are, it becomes the People concerned 
ſeriouſly to inquire ; that they may be rightly informed where their 
 Ob:dience is due. With us, for Example, and 3 to the Na- 
ture of our Conſtitution, the Higher Power is the Hegiflative Power, 
conſiſting of King, Lords, and Commons; in whom, duly aſſembled 
together in Parliament, and jointly conſenting, is the fole Right of 
enacting thoſe Ordinances by Which we ave to be govern'd. To 
Laws, fo made, is our Obedience, both active and paſlive, plainly. 
die; according to common Senſe and Reaſon, and the expreſs Direc- 
tion of both the Apoſtles. And when the King kimſelf (as, in former 
times, has too often been the caſe,) preſumes to diſpenſe with the 
Laws fo made, to change them, to act in oppoſition to them, or, with- 
aut ſuch Laws, to exact the Properties of his Subjects, they may 
ſafely, and conſiſtently with the Poctrine of either of theſe Apoſtles, 
refuſe to comply with him. And though, oy the Laws of God and 
Nature, they are forbidden to lay violent Hands on hun, (as in the 
Fact of this Day was moſt impiouſly and deteſtably perpetrated,) yet 
may they uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, according to the Viſe Man's 
Advice, to take away the Wicked from before him; to puniſh thofe who 
have adviſed and undertaken to execute ſuch his illegal Purpoſes, and 
do reſettle their Conſtitution upon its. proper Baſis, Which was the 
hing fo rightly projected, and ſo ſucceſsfully, even beyond Expec- 
tation, accompliſhed at the Revolution; and for which we are fo juſtly 
enjoin'd to ſolemnize an Anniverſary Thankſgiving to Almighty God; 


HE In the Third and laſt place, we cannot but be convinced, That 
the Conſequences attending the conſtant and joynt Obſervance of the 
two foregoing Maxims muſt be very agreeable and beneficial to both 
King and People: For by this Means, in reſpe& to the King, his 
IThrore ſhall be eftabliſhed; in reſpe& to the People, it ſhall be effa» 
bliſhed in Righteouſneſs. For however diſſonant theſe Do&rines may 
ſeem, when handled ſeparately, and uns ilfully judg'd of by hot- 
headed party Bigots, no Harmony can be concerted, no good Mea- 
fures kept, between Kings and their Subjects, but by a regular Com- 

poſition flowing from a happy Mixture. of both; DI 3 


When. 


»., 


Flonourable Honfe of Comms. 11 


When the Rage of the People is kindled by domeſtick Oppreſ- 
ſion, and blown up into Madneſs by a Repetition. or Continuance 
of their Grievances, Kings ſhould be fatisficd in the Security and In- 
demnity of their own Perſons, without ſtraining their Prerogat ive ta 
fcreen wicked Servants: And Subjects ſhould be contented with doing 
- Juſtice upon the guilty Counſellor, without letting their Reſentment 
riſe ſo high as to endanger the Life of their King. 
Theſe ſhould be the Barriers on both Sides, when things are un. 
happily brought to the laſt Extremity. But when all, on both Sides, 
is honeftly and fairly meant, as it always ought to be; when there 
is a mutual Confidence and a free Correſpondence between Kings and 
their Subjects, from thence there will probably ſpring up a. noble 
Emulation, in contending which ſhall be the moſt beneficent and in- 
dulgent to the other. Good Kings will ſo far conſult their own In- 
tereſt in Conjunction with that of their People, as to watch the Con- 
duct, and examine into the Purſuits of their Servants; and be, if not 
the firſt to diſcover and diſcountenance their evil Courſes, yet not tlie 


{| aft for giving them up to the Reſentment of their injured Equals : 


And good Subjects, on the other hand, will ute this Liberty of theurs 
with ſuch Moderation, and in ſo open and generous a Manner, as to 
give the leaſt Offence imaginable to their Prince. RS 


Por, as a King, upon the firſt Diſcovery of a growing Uneaſineſs- 


among his People, by removing one' obnoxious Man, might often- 


times eaſily elear up every Diſcontent, and re-inſtate Himſelf in 


their full Favour and good Opinion; ſo gentle Touches by way of 
RKemonſtrance, orderly and decently given, with a due regard to 
Time and Place, and accompanied with a proper Submiſſion, might 


| ſooner pacify a paſlionate, or reclaim a miſguided Ruler, than pe- 
tulant Inſinuations and tumultuous Complaints. Temperate and 


calm Methods have often prevail'd, where rough and boiſterous Ef. 

forts would have proved ineffectual. And the ſame Viſe Man, who 
directs. what is to be done in Caſes of the laſt Extremity, would have 
us try all the fofter Means firſt z giving us Encouragement to hope 

that Patience alone may ſometimes 3 our Cure: By long forbearivg 
1 4 Prince perſuaded, and a ſoft Tongue breaketh the Bone, 

From a political Behaviour thus regulated, may thoſe things be 
expected which are moſt deſirable both to Kings and their Subjects:: 
For what can Kings, cven the woſt tyrannical, more deſire, than 
that their Thrones may be eſtabliſbed; that, whatever Puniſhment be- 
falls their wicked Seduccrs, they themſelves may remain firmly fx'd 
in the ir Seat of Government, and be ſecure thavthey ſhall ſuffer no 
Degradation, no Diſgrace nor Violence to their own Perſons ? What 
can the Good and Virtuous wiſh more than that their Power, as to 
every thing lawful: and right, may be unlimited ; and when 115 

| purſue 


is AS RHN oN preathed; & 


purſue Courſes deſtructive of the publick Welfare, (as they may 
ometimes 1 and undeſignedly do,) to be humbly admoniſh A 
of their Miſtake, and, if they obſtinately perſiſt, to be civilly dif 
abled from putting their Purpoſes in Execution?ʒ?᷑æwww 
On the other fide; what ean Subjects deſire more, than that the 
Throne of therr King may be 6tabliſhed in Righteouſneſs? that their Re- 
ligion, their Liberties, their Properties, all that they moſt dearly 


value, may be ſecured to them under the auſpicious Protection of | 
one, who, in his Government of them, is determined to take no 
Steps but what are conſiſtent with the Laws of their own making? þ 


Who is moreattentive to the Welfare and Eaſe of his People, than tothe 
Invitations of falſe Glory, and thedeluding Charms of Arbitrary Power. 
Who can wiſely diſcern between the unreaſonable Murmurs of a dif- 
contented Few, and the juſt Complaints of a ſuffering Many: De- 
ſpiſing or diſcountenancing the idle Clamours of the one, at the ſame 


time that he would readily exert his Power, if there were Occaſion, : 
to redreſs the Grievances of the other. EPS 5 1 


_ Happy therefore is the King, who is ſo Good as to ſee and purſue 
his own Felicity through no other Medium but the Satisfaction of 
his Subjects! and ſo Wiſe as to know, that there is infinitely more 
Glory in governing a free People, than in tyrannizing over a Nation 
of Slaves: Who is reſoly'd to let the Senſe of the whole Community 
have a greater Influence over all his Negotiations, than the Importu+ 
nities of the deareſt Favourite, or the Suggeſtions of the moſt accom- 

_ - Happy are the People, whom the Senſe of Gratitude and natural 
Affection, whom the Ties of Duty and Religion have convinced, 

that the Perſon of oe 77 is to be treated with all poſſible Re- 
ſpect; and that, when they labour under the heavieſt Oppreſſions he |! 
can bring upon them, they muff think of no other Remedy than that 
of taking away the Wicked from before him. 4 
Happy are the King and Feople that are in ſuch a Caſe! In that they 
can never, às to their political Deportment, give a more ample Teſt; 
mony, a more certain Demonſtration, that they act juſtly and dif- 
creetly, like honeft Men and good Chriftians, and that they haue the 


| Lond for their Go 
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